








Aims
At New Hinksey School, we aim to:

o teach positive values that will enable children to deal with life’s complexities
o provide exciting, varied, and substantial learning experiences

o promote high standards of achievement across a broad curriculum

o develop true partnership with parents and carers

o support the spiritual, moral, and emotional growth of our pupils

o promote respect for the earth’s resources and practise sustainability

o celebrate the richness and diversity of our local and global community.

Ethos and Values

We aim to be a welcoming and inclusive
school, serving our community of South
Oxford by providing an education of the
- highest quality, guided by values of kind-
ness and consideration for others and in
accordance with Christian principles. Our
children come from many different back-
grounds, and all are encouraged to explore
the meaning of faith, spiritual growth, and
religious observance in an atmosphere of
tolerance and mutual respect. Many dif-
ferent languages are spoken in the homes
of our children, and their families have links with diverse parts of the world. Cele-
brating our multi-faith and multi-cultural nature is an important part of our school’s
identity. The school motto, ‘Each one of us is special’, expresses our commitment to
nurturing pupils in an atmosphere of equal opportunity for all. The school’s rela-
tively small size enables staff to know all the children in the school by name, and
each child is valued as an individual with a unique contribution to make. We be-

lieve that children learn best when home and school work in creative partnership,
and so we seek to involve parents, carers, and families in all facets of school life.
Parents and carers are always welcome in our school.



Admissions

Admissions to school for Year 1 are coordinated by the Oxfordshire Local Education
Authority (LEA), through a common application form. Prospective parents are en-
couraged to telephone the school to arrange a visit and to meet the Headteacher.
We also encourage children to come for preliminary visits in the term before they
begin. Children are admitted to Year 1 in September after their fifth birthday, usu-
ally after having spent the previous terms in the Foundation Stage. Our current
standard number is 25 pupil places per year. Our catchment area of New Hinksey
is well-defined, extending from Hinksey Park to the north to include Cold Harbour
in the south. Pupils from outside the catchment area are welcome, and our children
currently come from many parts of Oxford. When the school is oversubscribed, fi-
nal decisions on admissions are taken by the chief education officer of the Oxford-
shire Local Education Authority. Further information is available from the school
office, or from the LEA (tel. 01865 815 449; website: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk).

School Organisation

The Primary School

Primary school education progresses through three formal stages:
o Foundation Stage: for children aged 3% -5 years

o Key Stage1 = Years 1 and 2, for children aged 5—7

o Key Stage 2 = Years 3, 4, 5, 6, for children aged 7—11.

Transition to Secondary School

Pupils transfer to secondary school at the end of Year 6. Due to our geographical
location pupils are welcome to apply to any of the local secondary schools and the
local authority coordinates the allocation of places. In recent years children have
moved on to The Cherwell, Cheney, St Gregory’s, Oxford Community School and
Matthew Arnold.



Foundation Stage

The Foundation Stage replaces the former nursery and reception classes. Children
may join the Foundation Stage as early as age 3'%, and stay until the end of the aca-
demic year in which they become 5. The youngest children start with a part-time
place, in either the morning or the afternoon. Once children become 4, they are en-
couraged to stay for lunch, and then gradually extend their day. Foundation Stage
is fully integrated into school life, leading to a smooth transition into Key Stage 1.

The Foundation Stage class -:-! l T
has a strong caring and nur- i
turing ethos, providing chil-

dren with secure foundations
for future learning. The Foun-
dation Stage Unit is a new, !
purpose-built classroom with
its own sheltered outdoor play &S
area and garden, for learning ' »
both indoors and outdoors. Its
location at the heart of the
school ensures that our young-
est pupils feel part of the lar-
ger school and become familiar with it, while remaining secure in their own space.
Exposure to the wider world comes through library, park, and other visits. Weekly
participation in the Oxfordshire Forest School Project offers a dedicated area of
woodland for intensive guided exploration and discovery.

We follow the curriculum set out in government guidelines, covering six areas of
learning:

o personal, social, and emotional development

o communication, language and literacy

o mathematical development

o physical development

o knowledge and understanding of the world

o creative development.

The Foundation Stage classroom is arranged so that children have a variety of ac-
tivities related to current topic areas to choose from. Sessions include two adult-led
group times, focussing on literacy, numeracy, and other curriculum areas. At other
times, we aim for children to learn through play and experimentation, with experi-
enced nursery staff nearby to support and extend the children’s learning. The chil-
dren’s progress is continuously assessed, with feedback given to parents.



The School Day

8.45 School doors open

8.55 Registration

9.10 Whole-school assembly (Mon, Thurs, Fri¥)
Singing assembly (Tues)
Class assemblies (Wed)

(*Some Friday assemblies are sharing assemblies, and

parents are invited to these).

9.25-10.30 Lessons

10.30-10.50 Morning break

10.50-12.00 Lessons

12.00-12.50 Lunch break

12.55 Afternoon registration

12.55-3.00 Lessons

3.00 School ends

3.00-4.15 Activity clubs meet (varied times of ending)
3.00-5.30 After-school club

Foundation Stage Unit, part-time sessions:

Morning session: 8.55 -11.30 am

Afternoon session: 12.30 - 3.00 pm

Lunchtime and Snack Time

We encourage healthy eating throughout the school. Children may bring a packed
lunch or purchase a school lunch. Free school meals are available to those who qual-

ify; please ask at the school office for details.

Children may bring fruit or vegetable snacks to eat at morning breaktime. Children
in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 receive a piece of free fruit or vegetable every
day as part of the Free Fruit and Vegetables for Schools Scheme. We encourage chil-
dren to drink plenty of water throughout the school day, and each child keeps a bot-

tle of drinking water in his or her classroom.



The Curriculum

Eng lish The National Literacy Strat-
egy is used as a framework throughout
the school to support the development
of effective English language skills.
Children are encouraged to develop
confidence, fluency, accuracy and inde-
pendence in their verbal expression,
reading and writing. Classroom work is
supported by library visits, theatre trips,
participation in the Oxford Literary Fes-
tival, and a programme of visiting poets
and writers in school. Parental support
and interest are crucial to the pupil’s reading and writing development at every
stage.

Mathematics Mathematics is taught through a variety of problem-solving ac-
tivities and methods, following the National Numeracy Strategy. Children are en-
couraged to develop a positive attitude towards mathematics, and to appreciate its
many applications in ‘real life’. Pupils are taught mental and oral strategies for cal-
culation and are shown how to use apparatus such as counting lines, number
blocks, and counters. Skills of estimation, prediction, and problem-solving are
given special attention.

Science Studying science develops children’s
awareness of the world around them and how it
works, through first-hand experimentation and
use of textbooks, interactive technologies and
the internet. Children are encouraged to build
on their natural curiosity to develop skills of ob-
- servation and investigation, and are taught to
= analyse and communicate data effectively. Ba-
. sic scientific concepts are introduced gradually,
and reinforced. We aim to foster an enthusiastic
and positive attitude towards science by provid-
' ing a range of interesting experiences. Activities
such as pond-dipping in Hinksey Park, and vis-
its to the Oxford Botanic Gardens, help develop
sensitivity towards living things and the envi-
ronment.
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Information and Communication Technology Computer literacy is
crucial to children’s academic and social development, and pupils are encouraged
to develop proficiency and confidence in the use of information technology. ICT is
used throughout the school to enrich and extend learning in all curriculum areas,
and interactive whiteboards support learning in the classrooms. Our ICT suite is
equipped with 14 personal computers, colour printer, scanner, projector, and broad-
band internet access. Classes use the facility at least twice weekly, for a variety of
learning activities. ICT also provides particular support to children with special
educational needs, helping them to develop their interests and capabilities.

Geography The study of geography helps children make sense of their sur-
roundings and of the wider world. Geo-
graphical knowledge and understanding are
taught at all levels, encouraging awareness of
the complexity of the physical earth and its
many peoples and cultures. Pupils are intro-
duced to a great variety of physical and hu-
man conditions on the surface of the earth,
and to the processes that have formed them.
Attention is given to the development of map-
reading skills and geographical vocabulary,
familiarity with place names, and developing

a sense of responsibility towards the environment.

HiStOTy The past influences all aspects of our lives, shaping the identities, cus-
o rfm toms and beliefs of the communities

?I to which we belong. Our approach

= + & emphasises history as a process of

_enquiry. Through investigation of
- selected historical topics, pupils are

s encouraged to develop skills in the
gathering, interpretation, and presen-
tation of evidence. Educational visits
to museum collections, archaeologi-
cal digs, and historical sites in and
around Oxford promote greater

awareness of the riches of our many
cultures and a sense of history as a

living discipline.



Religious Education Pupils are encouraged to understand the religious be-
liefs and practices of Christianity and other major world religions. Assemblies and
classroom work explore the basics of the belief systems, practices and festivals of
Christianity, Islam, Judaism, and Hinduism, often with input from parents and pu-
pils. Visits to the Oxford cathedral, synagogue and mosque bring classroom learn-
ing to life. We visit St John’s Church at least once a term. Parents have the right to
withdraw their children from any aspect of religious education or collective wor-
ship, and should feel free to speak to the Headteacher if they have particular con-
cerns.

Art and Design Technology
Art at primary school level enables pu-
pils to make a creative and personal re-
sponse to their own experiences, and to
the work of other artists and cultures.
Art is taught weekly in our dedicated
Art Room, and we encourage children
to experience art as enjoyable, challeng-
ing, and attainable; to investigate a rich
variety of materials and stimuli; to de-
velop their natural ability; to work in-
dependently; and to take part in collaborative projects. The school sponsors an Art-
ist in Residence for one week each year, who works with pupils at all levels to create
artwork which is shown at an annual exhibition and community café at the school,
as part of the prestigious Oxford Art Week.

Music We encourage the develop-
ment of children’s musical aware-
ness and potential through their ac-
tive participation in musical activi-
ties from early years through to Year
6. Weekly singing assemblies and
concerts and the annual Christmas
musical show encourage making
music together as a whole school.
Class teaching develops awareness
of sounds and patterns in different
types of music. Children have the
opportunity for weekly lessons on
the violin or guitar with a visiting music teacher through the County Music Service.
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Personal, Health, Social, and Citizenship Education (PHSCE)

The school has been recognised for its efforts to promote the good health of its pu-
pils with the “Healthy Schools” award. PHSCE is taught mostly through a weekly
circle time in year groups. Emotional literacy and health, moral and social responsi-
bility, self-esteem and empathy, and improved behaviour and relationship skills are
emphasised. Through discussion, games, and activities, PHSCE provides children
with an opportunity to express their feelings and to explore possible responses to
various situations. Key Stage 1 pupils learn about following safety rules, while Key
Stage 2 children discuss decision-making and peer-pressure. Drugs education is
also an important component. Sex education is not a formal part of the curriculum
for younger children, although aspects of it occur in some topics as part of the Na-
tional Curriculum. Formal sex education is covered in Years 5 and 6. Parents have

the right to withdraw their children from sex education, and may discuss this with
the Headteacher.

Physical Education Children are introduced to a variety of sports and
movement activities, including floor exercises, climbing and other apparatus,
games, dance, swimming, and outdoor activities. Children are encouraged to de-
velop a range of motor skills, maintain and increase physical mobility and flexibil-
ity, and appreciate the concepts of fair play and honest competition, as well as win-
ning and losing well. Swimming is taught from Year 1, at the Ferry Pool. Teams
take part in various sports tournaments in the local area. Parents, carers and peo-
ple from the local community are invited to join our annual May Dancing event. An
annual sports day is held in the summer term, in which every child takes part.
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Assessment, Progress, and Reports

Assessment is an integral part of monitoring and encouraging a child’s progress.
Methods of assessment conform to those established by the government for the Na-
tional Curriculum. Standard Assessment Tests (SATS) are performed at the end of
Key Stage 2 by children aged 11. Results are reported to parents, and discussed
with the class teacher in the summer term. Results, accompanied by national com-
parative data, are reported in the School Profile, issued at the start of each autumn
term (this replaces the former Governors’ Annual Report to Parents). Parents are
invited formally to the school twice a year to talk to teachers about their child’s pro-
gress. A written report is prepared once a year. Each child is set a personalised se-
lection of literacy and numeracy targets each term, which are displayed at the front
of his or her workbook. Targets are reviewed regularly, and children’s achievement
is recognised and praised. Children are also given homework each week in order to
encourage a habit of learning outside school, and are encouraged to share this work
with parents and carers. Children’s files are available for parents to read at any
time, and parents are always welcome to make an appointment with their child’s
class teacher or the Headteacher to discuss their child’s progress or school experi-

ence.

Special Educational Needs

New Hinksey School aims to help each child develop to his or her fullest potential.
Classroom teaching is differentiated, so that each child works at an appropriate
level. Special Educational Needs (SEN) may include children who have difficulty in
learning, who experience behavioural or emotional difficulties, or who have physi-
cal disabilities. Children with special needs are identified as soon as possible and
receive support, usually in class, from specially trained Teaching Assistants work-
ing in consultation with the class teachers and the Special Educational Needs Co-
ordinator (SENCO). Where appropriate, support is also sought from specialist pro-
fessionals. Individual Education Plans are drawn up for each SEN pupil, and par-
ents are invited to review these plans and discuss progress three times a year. Our

Special Educational Needs policy is available from the school office.
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Pupils with Disabilities

Pupils with disabilities are very welcome in our school. We work closely with par-
ents to ensure a positive, stimulating, and safe learning environment for pupils with
special physical challenges. Disabled pupils are admitted on the same basis as any
other pupil and are fully included in all aspects of school life. Most class and activ-
ity areas of the school are accessible and special care is taken to provide for any dis-
abled pupils when planning school activities and trips. Pupils with physical dis-
abilities who require extra learning support are provided with individualized assis-
tance through our Special Educational Needs arrangements, and such provision is
monitored and reviewed regularly.

Policies

All the school policies are available to parents through the school office. We have
numerous policies covering many topics. Below is an outline of some of the most
important.

Pastoral Care and Discipline Good behaviour is considered to be of
prime importance. Children are expected to behave appropriately and to show
kindness and respect for others at all times. Our positive behaviour policy empha-
sises self-discipline based on mutual trust and respect,
and rewards good behaviour.

Clothing and PE Kit  Children are asked to
wear the school sweatshirt or t-shirt every day. These
are available for purchase in a range of colours from
the school office. Parents are asked to send children to
school in clothes that are suitable for the full range of
activities at school, allowing the child freedom of
movement.

Charges for School Activities Current leg-
islation allows schools to ask parents for a voluntary
contribution towards the cost of educational visits or

activities such as swimming, and ingredients or materials needed for projects, but
no child is excluded because of an inability or unwillingness to pay. The Head-
teacher has information about funds available for parents on income support or job-
seekers’ allowance to cover part of the costs of residential trips.
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Activities, Trips and Clubs

Day trips to museums, festivals, gardens, archaeological and historical sites, and
other places of interest are a valuable extension of learning opportunities. Parents
may be asked for voluntary contributions towards costs. Where possible, we walk
to local places of interest; longer school trips use minibuses and coaches with appro-
priate seatbelts. Years 5 and 6 participate in an eagerly-anticipated residential trip
each year. Recent residential trips have taken place in activity centres in Norfolk ,
Devon and Wales..

After-school clubs have included gardening, art, drama, dance, recorder, and board
games. Club Energy is a high-intensity sports activity club, for which there is a
charge.

After-School Care

An after-school club runs every day from 3 pm to 5:30 pm and is open to children
aged 4 to 11. They enjoy outdoor play, indoor activities, and a snack. There is a
charge for these sessions. Further details are available from the school office.

School Association

We have a thriving School Association, of which parents are automatically mem-
bers. It aims to foster links between the school and parents in maintaining a happy,
constructive, and enriching learning environment for all our children. The Associa-
tion organises events such as school discos, international breakfasts, table-top sales,
and raffles, and it also raises funds for specific projects.

School Governors

The whole governing body meets each term. Sub-committees, which deal with is-
sues such as finance, the curriculum, ‘green’ concerns, and other areas of school life,
meet regularly. Agendas and minutes of governors’ meetings are available from the
school office. Parents are welcome to discuss concerns or ideas with governors at
any time.
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Complaints

If you are concerned about any aspect of the school the normal procedure is to con-
tact the class teacher, before or after school and then, if necessary, the headteacher.
If the matter of concern is not resolved then you should contact the governors, pref-
erably through the parent governor or Chair.

If you still have a complaint after discussing matters with the governors, you should
contact the Local Education Authority, which has a formal complaints procedure.

A copy of this is kept in the school office.

Parents are welcome in our school
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